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much as her place was worth to harbour any evil thoughts of
the Queen. But the coffer of books and papers was apparently
hers3 and she was kept in prison for three months, being for-
bidden to see Elizabeth again. Francis Verney was tried for
treason and found guilty, but he was pardoned.

Again Elizabeth stood out as the danger spot in the State, but
how different was her position from that two years before!
Mary did not trust her councillors, and was half afraid that they
might desert her as they had deserted Northumberland. She
feared the people. A barren, prematurely aged woman, she had
no lien on the future, which belonged to Elizabeth by the irre-
sistible right of popular expectation. The angry comments that
arose when Kate Ashley and her fellows were arrested warned
the Queen that times had changed; and she was constrained to
send a kindly, apologetic message to her sister, along with a
costly ring. As in Wyatt's time she wished to bring Elizabeth
to Court, but on this occasion was compelled to accept the lame
excuses with which the invitation was declined. Angry thoughts
of sending her to the Tower might pass through her mind, but
she was powerless. Officially, Elizabeth had to be regarded as
the victim of irresponsible knaves who had taken her name in
vain; a person' of too much wisdom, honour, truth, and respect
to duty and honesty * to be a party to conspiracy.

True, Elizabeth was submitted to a three months' wardship,
but it was of an honourable and most pleasant nature. Sir
Thomas Pope - the founder of Trinity College, Oxford - was
sent as major-domo to Hatfield, and Elizabeth gladly accepted
his congenial guardianship, for she was eased of responsibility
by his presence. The advantage of this was made clear when In
July a man appeared in Essex in the role of Courtenay, pro-
claiming c the lady Elizabeth Queen, and her beloved bedfellow,
Lord Courtenay, King'. Pope was instructed to pass on the
news to Elizabeth as a homily, whereupon his charge, thinking
the occasion too good to be missed, sat down to write a loyal
letter to Mary in her most impressive style and most exquisite
handwriting.c When I revolve in mind, most noble Queen,' she
..began, * the old love of Paynims to their Prince, and the reverent